For the Collective Good: Bernie Pelletier's Work for a
More Sustainable Connecticut

For Bernie Pelletier, clean energy is not just about technological
innovation or policy advancement. It is about practical action and
long-term responsibility. After concluding his career, Bernie found his way to
clean energy when he started volunteering on West Hartford's Clean Energy
Commission, supporting one of Connecticut Green Bank's first Solarize CT
campaigns. Bernie and his fellow volunteers added 72 solar arrays in West
Hartford, an increase of 144% over the 50 installs the town had before

the campaign began. Shortly after, Bernie worked with SmartPower as a
Community Outreach Manager leading Solarize CT campaigns across the
state.

In 2017, Bernie joined People’s Action for Clean Energy (PACE) as Vice
President. By collaborating with PACE, municipalities are enabled to
drive energy savings by organizing campaigns, securing funding, hosting
outreach events, and developing community engagement

materials, impacting thousands of Connecticut residents in over 15
municipalities.

From Volunteer to Vice President, Bernie’s philosophy shapes his own home.
He was an early adopter of solar years, a system that has already paid for
itself. Recently, he added battery storage, not simply for financial incentives,
but because he believes distributed energy resources will play an important
role in the future electric grid.

Bernie's Accolades:

2026 Judy Swann Green Advocate Award, Vice President of People’s
Action for Clean Energy Residential Representative on the Connecticut
Energy Efficiency Board, Chair of Sustainable West Hartford
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“When it comes to clean energy,
| feel a responsibility to lead -
not just for myself, but for the
collective good."

— Bernie Pelletier, Vice President
for People's Action for Clean
Energy (PACE)

Pictured above: Bernie Pelletier (left) and
Catherine Diviney (right) in front of West Hartford's
Town Hall Rooftop Solar Array
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